








































































































The SDRP process included a "cross-acceptance" process that involved state, county and 

municipal agencies. During the course of this process, planning data and mapping was 

subject to review and modification. The straight lines that delineate the mapped CEHS 

that includes the project site are defined by land ownership patterns, and not by natural 

resources such as soil type or geologic feature. This attribute of the mapped CEHS 

indicates that the real property within the mapped area was specified for inclusion within 

the CEA map unit, which is traditionally done at the local government level. 

The specific reasons for classifying these properties as CEHS were not revealed in the 

Geo Web data base; however the boundaries of the CEHS do not align with delineations 

of natural resources, such as soil types, vegetated communities, wildlife habitat or 

aquifer. Follow-up inquiries by the prope1ty Owner to both the NJDEP and Morris 

Township did not reveal any specific references as to why the site was mapped as a 

CEHS. 

The designation of the project site as a CEHS was reviewed in the report of the Morris 

Township Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) "Technical Coordinating 

Committee Responses to Public Comments in Regard to an Amendment to the Land Use 

Plan Element and Circulation Plan Element of the Township of Morris Master Plan Re 

Block 9101, Lot 4", dated May 30, 2012 (TCC Report). Chapter XV, entitled CES 

Designation, presented a summary of the efforts made by the TCC to discern rationale for 

designation of the critical environmental site designation for area including Block 9101, 

Lot 4. This section referenced efforts made by the TCC to trace the history of this 

designation, including communications with local, county and state planning agencies 

and individuals. No specific reason for this designation was found, and no specific 

attribute or natural resource of the site and surrounding area that requires site-specific 

protection as a critical environmental site was identified. The TCC Report referenced 

public comments made during hearings on the proposed amendment to the Master Plan, 

including two attributes of the site that should be reviewed as the potential basis for the 

designation; specifically location within Buried Valley Sole-source Aquifer and potential 

Threatened and Endangered Species (T &E) habitat. 
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