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KEEPING RESIDENTS INFORMED
Morris Township provides many ways for residents to stay informed. Be sure to connect with us through
email, our website, or social media pages. To subscribe for updates, visit: www.morristwp.com.

MUNICIPAL MESSENGER

Our main email communication is a major source of Township news and information.
We urge ALL residents to subscribe to stay informed.

MEETING AGENDAS

Residents can review meeting agendas for many of Morris Township boards and
committees before they meet. Instructions to subscribe can be found on our website.

MORRIS TOWNSHIP VIDEOS YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Unable to make our monthly meeting? You can view full video coverage on our
YouTube channel, which is accessible from our website.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Residents may follow Morris Township on Facebook (facebook.com/MorrisTwp/)
and Instagram (@morristwpnj) for the latest news or announcements.

DIRECT EMAIL

We encourage residents to contact us through email if you ever have any questions,
comments, or suggestions. You can contact your Township Committee members at:
Mayor Cathy Wilson, cwilson@morristwp.com
Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Grayzel, jgrayzel@morristwp.com
John Arvanites, jarvanites@morristwp.com
Mark Gyorfy, mgyorfy@morristwp.com
Peter Mancuso, pmancuso@morristwp.com

LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM

BEGINS OCT 19TH IN SECTOR TWO(2)

ACCEPTABLE MATERIALS & GUIDELINES FOR CURBSIDE PLACEMENT:
All materials must be placed along the curb line, not in the street, and kept 10 ft.
from all storm drains
Only leaves, grass, and plant vegetation may be combined in a pile together
All materials should be placed loosely along the curb (no bags-paper or plastic)
Do not place brush in leaf piles
UNACCEPTABLE MATERIALS:
Brush, dirt, logs, tree parts, tree stumps, and tree trunks
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Message from the Township Committee
Dear Neighbor,
We hope that you and your household are healthy and safe during these challenging times.
Over the past six months, many in our community have come together to support one another in various ways;
organizing food drives, making face masks for seniors, and providing meals to front-line workers. Our neighbors
and dedicated Morris Township employees were often a bright spot in an increasingly difficult environment.
Thank you to all who have made this happen. Our thoughts continue to be with those directly impacted by the
current pandemic, and we urge all of our residents to stay vigilant with wearing masks whenever they are out in
public.
As we enter the fall season, the Township Committee would like to update you on some initiatives that are of
importance to our community:
Advocating for Enhanced Oversight of Our Utility Service Providers
Since the recent tropical storms and the ensuing power outages, the Township Committee urged the Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) to require Jersey Central Power and Light (JCP&L) to provide better real-time information
during storms, bolster their response capabilities, provide fairness to customers on fixed incomes, and make
significant investments in the power grid. We have little choice when it comes to choosing our utility service
providers. This lack of consumer choice should not translate into a lack of responsibility or service. The
Township Committee will be holding a public debriefing session with JCP&L in the coming months for
residents to ask questions directly to a representative.
Protecting Our Environment
The Township Committee has put forward several initiatives to protect our environment in coordination with
our volunteer-led Environmental Commission. We are proud to be moving forward with prohibiting single-use
plastic bags at stores, and encouraging residents to utilize reusable bags. To address other environmental
concerns, Morris Township plans to install an electric vehicle charging station at the Cornine Field-Streeter
Recreational Facility. To better position Morris Township for the infrastructure demands of the years to come,
the Township Committee also intends to require electric vehicle charging stations in future commercial and
residential development projects.
Addressing Traffic Concerns
Last year, the Township Committee passed an ordinance establishing the Transportation Advisory Committee
(TAC). The goal of TAC is to increase street safety, encourage alternative methods of transit, and work
directly with residents. This committee has begun working collaboratively to begin addressing the concerns
of our neighbors. It has also begun research and plans to create a document with recommendations on areas
in need of improvement for pedestrian, bicycle, and motor vehicle safety.
Highlighting Morris Township's History
We are proud of the Township’s volunteer-led Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), which has worked hard
over the past year to review the Township’s Historic Preservation Ordinance to better-preserve historic
structures in the Township. Furthermore, the Commission is pleased to present a photo album of historic
properties in our Washington Valley Historic District. The Township Committee commends the HPC on this work
and will continue to work with them to protect the historic character of the Township.
Thank you for your interest in what your local government is accomplishing for our neighbors. As always, your input
is crucial to our job. Be sure to sign up for our Municipal Messenger and follow us on Facebook and Instagram for
the latest news. We also encourage you to contact us directly by email, as well as participate in our monthly
meetings, which are held on the third Wednesday of the month.
Best, Mayor Cathy Wilson, Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Grayzel, John Arvanites, Mark Gyorfy, & Peter Mancuso
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WHEREAS, on average, one person uses 500 single-use plastic bags per year,
4 billion single-use plastic bags are used annually in New Jersey, and 102 billion
are used nationwide; and
WHEREAS, it is beyond dispute that the use of single-use, plastic carryout bags
has a severe and negative environmental impact on the local and global
environment as a result of the greenhouse gas emissions emitted to produce
such bags, the land-based and ocean-based pollution created, the hazards
posed to wildlife, the hazards posed to sources of water for humans, and the
negative impact on the ecosystem and food chain as a whole; and
WHEREAS, 5% or fewer single-use plastic carryout bags are actually recycled;
and
WHEREAS, taxpayers in all New Jersey municipalities, including the Township
of Morris, currently bear the costs associated with the negative effects of
single-use plastic carryout bags on the solid waste stream, drainage, litter, and
the negative consequences of the foregoing environmental impacts; and
WHEREAS, taxpayers in all New Jersey municipalities, including the Township
of Morris, currently bear the costs associated with improper placement of
plastic bags in recycling containers resulting in increase costs for contaminated
recycling;...

n More
Learhttps://oceanservice.noaa.gov/hazards/marinedebris/plastics-in-the-ocean.html
https://www.epa.gov/trash-free-waters/toxicological-threats-plastic

SCAN HERE TO VIEW:
ORDINANCE 31-19: PROHIBITING THE USE OF PLASTIC BAGS BY RETAIL
ESTABLISHMENTS WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP
RESOLUTION 109-20: AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF EFFECTIVE DATE FROM
JULY 1, 2020 TO OCTOBER 1, 2020
RESOLUTION 194-19: URGING NJ TO BAN SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAGS IN RETAIL

Morris Township Begins Court Reconstruction Project
The Township is beginning a long-awaited project to reconstruct some of our Tennis
Courts that have become progressively deteriorated. This project will feature the
complete re-building of the four tennis courts at the Streeter Recreation complex,
and the conversion of two existing tennis courts at the Ginty Recreation complex to
six pickleball courts to meet the Township’s burgeoning pickleball activities.
The re-building process will strengthen the cable-compressed activated surface that
will be resistant to surface cracking. The company (Classic Turf) is a specialist in this
type of recreational court construction.
The construction project will last from three to four months, weather permitting,
and began in late September.

Jones Woods Trail System Getting Lots of Activity
The woods surrounding the Jones Pond Reservoir has been visited by local residents for decades. The
Township acquired the pond and some upland acreage during the 1990’s as part of its Open Space
Preservation Program. Since then, a combination of Eagle Scout projects and volunteer efforts by local
residents has transformed the area to include new trails branching off the main loop trail. In cooperation
with the Morris County Park Commission, a northern loop trail was developed in 2016. Since that initial trail
development, additional scout and volunteer trail work have completed a southern loop trail. In 2019, a
small bridge to the pond trail was completed by Parks Division staff, thereby avoiding a difficult ravine stream
crossing.
Since the Covid-19 Pandemic, local residents of the Burnham Park neighborhood have flocked to the trail for
nearby exercise, and to enjoy the beautiful scenery of Jones Woods.
To visit the trail system, we recommend parking at the Burnham Park ball field parking area and walking
along the Burnham Green Strip Trail from Burnham Parkway to Hillcrest Avenue. The entrance to the Jones
Woods Trail is a short 1/16 mile walk up Hillcrest Avenue from its intersection with East Lake Boulevard.

Township of Morris
50 Woodland Avenue, P.O.Box 7603
Convent Station, NJ 07961-7603
973.326.7400
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Safeguard Your House:
S P I T
D P T M
M O R F

N O I T N E V E R P

All accessible windows need securing. Second-story windows can be accessed by ladder, trash
cans, nearby trees, garage rooftops, or shrubbery, and basement windows are one of the most
popular points of entry for a burglar
Illuminate the perimeter of your house and door areas with enough light to see
Use timers throughout the house that have variable time changes
Cut or trim shrubbery so that it does not obstruct viewing from inside or outside
Secure air conditioners to the window opening to prevent them from being pulled out or
pushed in
Secure attached garage as you would your dwelling, as it is an access point into your home
Consider an alarm, security camera, ring...a variety of options now with different price ranges

Safeguard Your Vehicle:

Vehicles are stolen for a variety of reasons, including theft for parts, insurance fraud, retagging,
exporting, & joy riding. Help prevent theft & damage to your vehicle:

E M I R C

Always lock and secure your vehicle, including putting your windows up
Always activate your alarm when you leave your vehicle
Never leave keys in your vehicle
Never leave valuables in your vehicle, including items such as a GPS, cell phone, laptop,
tablet, or charging cord
Keep in mind suspects on previous occasions have used garage door openers located in the
vehicles to open the garage door to allow access to other vehicles and the home.

