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APPENDICES

a. September 26, 2007 Public Meeting — Invitation,
Agenda, Notes



Township of Morris
50 Woodland Avenue, P.O. Box 7603
Convent Station, NJ 07961-7603

August 30, 2007

The Morris Township Open Space and Trails Committees will host a public workshop on
Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at 7 p.m. to discuss the development of a municipal
Trails Plan. The goal of the Morris Township Trails Plan is to enhance the recreational
opportunities for local residents by linking parks, schools, neighborhoods, historic areas
and transit stops. The Trails Plan will also attempt to provide connections between local
trails, regional trails, and trail networks in neighboring municipalities.

The Morris Township Trails Committee would like to hear your suggestions for any
improvements to the trail design and development activities in the Township. To aid in
this discussion, a Trails Map showing existing trails and local destination points will be
available for review. An opportunity for public comment to suggest future trail locations
and pose questions concerning the upcoming Trails Plan will also be provided.

For more information, please contact Thomas Kenny at the Morris Township Hall (973-
326-7427; Tkenny@Morristwp.com) or Andrew Szwak at the Morris Land Conservancy
(973-541-1010; aszwak@morrislandconservancy.org). We look forward to seeing you
on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at the Morris Township Municipal Building at 7pm.

Sincerely,

Morris Township Trails Committee
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September 26, 2007
Morris Township Trails Plan
Public Meeting

Agenda

Opening remarks: Mayor Robert Nace, Morris Township

Introductions

Overview of Trails Plan
0 Why produce a Trails Plan?
o Organization of the Trails Plan

0 Schedule for completing the Trails Plan

Audience comments and suggestions
0 Where are the existing trails that you use?

0 What types trails would best fit your needs?
(walking/hiking, bicycling, bicycle lanes on roads, equestrian, ADA accessible)

0 Where do you want to go on local trails?
(neighborhoods, parks, schools, historic areas, shopping areas)

o Do you have any concerns about local trails?
0 Where do you want new trails?

e Trails Map
o0 Public comments on Draft Trails Map

e Meeting adjourns
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Morris Township
September 26, 2007
Trails Plan Public Meeting

NOTES

General issues —

— Extend the Traction Line further into Morristown (to Patriots Path)

— Pedestrianism is good for local businesses as opposed to big boxes

— Gather feedback from residents at Morristown Fall Festival

— Sidewalks on some collector roads would make them safer for pedestrians

— Focus on making pedestrian links into Morristown

— Look to connect northwest areas of Twp. to Traction Line & southeast areas of Twp.
— Morristown enforcing “no bikes on sidewalks” law, making biking tougher there
— Will Township bear significant maintenance responsibilities for trail facilities?

— Safety from others a concern on Traction Line, Pats’ Path at Lake Pocahantas

— Residents may resist trail connections because of parking on streets, in cul-de-sacs
— Look to improve pedestrian circulation within school districts and neighborhoods

Trail user conflicts in Lewis Morris Park, elsewhere —

— Mountain bikers spook horses, hit hikers

— Need better signage to educate park users about trail etiquette

— Online resource where “Rules of the Trail” are published would be helpful as well
— Dogs off leashes (general concern)

Improve bicycle safety on major roads —

— People won’t ride bikes if there is not strong striping or physical barriers between cars
— Implement on-road bike lanes by striping shoulders, narrowing vehicle rights-of-way
— Improve signage on roads where bikes/pedestrians travel — “Share the Road” signs

— Provide bikes racks at destination points (Convent Station)

Routes in need of pedestrian/bicycle improvements —

— Lake Road

— Morris Avenue

— James Street

— Normandy Parkway

— Speedwell Ave. (between West Hanover Ave. and Morristown)
— Punchbowl Road (in anticipation of new developments nearby in Florham Park)
— Mendham Road west to Lewis Morris Park

— Madison Ave

— Woodland Ave

— Traction Line (has few access points for bikes)

— Western Ave.
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Potential new trails, trail connections —

James Street through Southgate to Loantaka Reservation

Burnham Park north across Mendham Avenue to Patriots Path, Lake Road

Burnham Park southwest through Jones Woods to Jockey Hollow Top
(negotiate with Villa Walsh about using existing trails from Jones Woods around
VW fields to Western Ave)

Develop trails within Jockey Hollow Top

Connection between end of Traction Line and Patriots Path in Morristown
(Morris Street west to Ridgedale Ave north to Abbett Ave west to Patriots’ Path)

Improve walking options near office parks —

Mount Kemble Ave.
Columbia Tpk.
Southgate (South Street)
Morris Plains
Malapardis

Morristown Hospital

Additional Destination Points —

Mo’town Beard (needs improved pedestrian access across Hanover, Whippany Aves.
YMCA (in Hanover)

Morristown Farmers Market (Spring and Morris)

Giralda Farms (Madison)

Funding and implementation partners —

Morristown Partnership (local business group that is focusing on sustainability)
Dodge

SAFETEA-LU

Safe-Routes-to-School

Morristown Environmental Commission (currently drafting a Trails Plan and survey)
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