Ox MARCH 2§TH, 1740, MORRIS TOWNSHIP WAS CREATED BY THE STATE
LEGISLATURE. THE TOWNSHIP WAS NAMED FOR THEN-GOVERNOR Cor. LEwIs

MORRIS.

‘THIS EXHIBIT TELLS THE STORY OF THE TOWNSHIP THROUGH TEXT AND IMAGES.
MOST OF THE IMAGES WERE CULLED FROM THE LIBRARY’S VAST COLLECTION OF
BOOKS, PHOTOGRAPHS, MANUSCRIPTS, LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, CLIPPINGS FILES (A.K.A.
“Verticar FiLes”) anp MaPs. MOST OF THE RESOURCES CONSULTED FOR THE
TEXT BELONG TO THE LIBRARY. FORMER DEPARTMENT SUPERVISOR BARBARA
Hoskins’ ook, Morris TownsuiP, A GLiMPSE THROUGH THE Past, was a

FOUNDATION FOR THE EXHIBIT.

THE FIRST SCHOOLHOUSE WAS BUILT IN 1776. I HERE WAS ENOUGH POPULATION
GROWTH BETWEEN 1810 AND 1814 THAT THREE ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSES WERE
BUILT. I HE FOUR SCHOOLHOUSES, MT. KEMBLE AVENUE, HANOVER AVENUE,
MEexDHAM RoAD, AND WASHINGTON VALLEY WERE CLOSED IN 1913. T HEN

CHILDREN WERE SENT TO SCHOOLS IN MORRISTOWN.

THE 18305 SAW IMPROVEMENT IN TRANSPORTATION AS THE MORRIS TURNPIKE
WAS BUILT, THE MORRIS CANAL WAS COMPLETED IN 1834, AND TWO YEARS LATER,
THE MORRIS AND EssEx RAILROAD OPENED, ENABLING TOWNSHIP FARMERS TO
MOVE THEIR PRODUCE TO THE URBAN MARKETS FURTHER EAST AND FOR CITY
DWELLERS IN OVERCROWDED AND INDUSTRIALIZED CENTERS TO MOVE WEST TO

MOoRRIS TOWNSHIP AMONGST OTHER PLACES.

IN 1860, FIVE YEARS BEFORE THE TOWN SEPARATED FROM THE TOWNSHIP, THERE
WERE 3,426 PEOPLE LIVING IN MORRISTOWN AND 2,598 IN THE TOWNSHIP.
Mogrr1s TOWNSHIP’S 2§6 FARMS PRODUCED WHEAT, RYE, OATS, CORN, HAY,

TOBACCO AND BUTTER.



HOWEVER, THE TOWNSHIP WAS NOT JUST FARMLAND. I HE SPEEDWELL IRON WORKS
WAS IN OPERATION FROM 181§5-18~6. WHERE IN 1838, ALFRED VAIL AND SAMUEL
MORSE SENT THE FIRST TELEGRAM. BRICKS WERE MADE ON MT. KEMBLE AVENUE
BEFORE 1800, UNTIL ROBERT FOOTE PURCHASED THE BRICKYARD IN 1906 THEN

BUILT THE SPRINGBROOK CouNnTRY CLUB.

THE S1sTERS OF CHARITY OF ST. ELIZABETH STARTED THE ACADEMY OF ST.
EL1ZABETH, AT THE BEHEST OF B1sHOP JaAMES ROOSEVELT BAYLEY, 1N 1860. THE
ACADEMY WAS THE FIRST ALL GIRLS SECONDARY SCHOOL IN THE STATE. LATER, IN
1896, THE SISTERS OPENED THE FIRST FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, THE

CoLLEGE OF ST. EL1ZABETH IN CONVENT STATION.

THE TOWNSHIP CONTINUED TO COLLECT TAXES FROM TOWN AND TOWNSHIP
RESIDENTS FOR ROADS, AND SCHOOLS AFTER THE TOWN HAD SEPARATED FROM THE
TowNsHIP ON APRIL 6, 1865. T HE FINAL SEPARATION OF MORRISTOWN FROM

MoRr1s TOWNSHIP TOOK PLACE ON FEBRUARY 18, 1895.

AN IMPORTANT ERA, PARTICULARLY TO MORRIS TOWNSHIP, BEGAN IN 1870 AND
ENDED IN 1929 WITH THE STOCK MARKET CRraASH. THE GILDED AGE, A TERM
COINED BY MARK TWAIN, MARKED A PERIOD OF INCREDIBLE INDUSTRIALIZATION AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH, ESPECIALLY IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. NEW
Yorxk C1TY’s ULTRA WEALTHY LOOKED FOR SUMMER RETREATS FROM THEIR
INCREDIBLY POLLUTED METROPOLIS. MORRIS TOWNSHIP WITH ITS ROLLING HILLS

AND FRESH AIR WAS A DESIRABLE LOCATION.

By 1896, AN ESTIMATED §4 MILLIONAIRES LIVED IN THE MORRISTOWN AREA. SIX
YEARS LATER THERE WERE AT LEAST 91. I HEY BUILT THEIR MANSIONS ALONG
MapisoN AVENUE, NorMaNDY HEIGHTS Roap, NorMaNDY PARkWAY, MENDHAM

Roap AND Sussex AVENUE.



ONE OF THE RESULTS OF THIS CHANGE IN MORRIS T OWNSHIP’S POPULATION WAS
THE MORRIS CoUNTY GoLF CLUB, CREATED BY WOMEN IN 1894. I HE GOLF CLUB

HELD ONE OF THE EARLIEST GOLF TOURNAMENTS IN THE COUNTRY IN 1898.

THE MILLIONAIRES BROUGHT THE FIRST CARS TO THE TOWNSHIP AND HAD THEIR

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC ROADS LEADING TO THEM PAVED.

IN 1899, THE TOWNSHIP HALL, 24 BY 30 FEET AND ONE STORY TALL WITH A I2-FOOT
CEILING WAS BUILT ON MENDHAM Roap, NEAR BURNHAM PARK POND. THE

TOWNSHIP DIDN’T HAVE ITS OWN FIRE DEPARTMENT UNTIL I910.

Ix 1922, THE TOWNSHIP HIRED ITS FIRST UNIFORMED POLICE OFFICER, THOMAS

Dwyer. HOWEVER, THERE WERE CONSTABLES IN THE TOWNSHIP AS EARLY AS I777.

Ix 1940 THERE WERE STILL MANY FARMS AND ONLY A FEW BUSINESSES, LIKE THOSE
IN THE HI1LLSIDE AND FAIRCHILD SECTIONS. THE POLICE DEPARTMENT ONLY HAD

TWO POLICE CARS AND THEY DROVE 44,584 MILES.

FroM 1940-1990 THE TOWNSHIP’S POPULATION TRIPLED, WITH THE GREATEST
GROWTH BETWEEN 1960 AND 1970. DuRrING THE 19608, 16 ESTATES WERE
DEMOLISHED AND REPLACED WITH SUBDIVISIONS. OTTO KAHN’S ESTATE BECAME
AvLLIED S16NAL INC. AFTER BEING HOME TO DR. GEORGE MARSHALL ALLEN’S

PHYS1ATRIC INSTITUTE FROM 1920 TO 1931.

GARDEN-STYLE APARTMENTS WERE ALSO BUILT IN THE TOWNSHIP IN THE SIXTIES:
MapisoN AVENUE’s TowNsHIP ViLLaGe, LiNpsLey ArRMs ox WHIPPANY RoAD,
AND OLD ForGe East aAND WEST ON SPEEDWELL AVENUE. THE FIRST
TOWNHOUSES WERE BUILT IN 1981, AT L1BERTY GREEN OFF OF PuNcH BowL Roab.
‘THE FIRST LOW-INCOME HOUSING, 1 HE Oaks oN WHIPPANY RoAD, was

PROVIDED IN 1984.. "THIS GROWTH MEANS THERE ARE NO MORE FARMS.



HoNEYWELL, BOUGHT ALLIED SIGNAL CORPORATION IN JUNE 1999. A CHEMICAL-
PRODUCING FIRM, IT IS MOVING ITS HEADQUARTERS AND 1,000 JOBS OUT OF MORRIS

TowxsHIP TO MORRIS PLAINS.

MENNEN MOVED TO MoRr1s TowNsHIP, FROM NEWARK, N, IN 1953 AND
EXPANDED ITS COMPLEX IN 19§7. MENNEN EMPLOYED 1,000 AT ITS MORRIS
TOWNSHIP HEADQUARTERS WHEN IT WAS SOLD TO COLGATE PALMOLIVE AT THE
END OF 1992. T HE FIRST WiLLIAM G. MENNEN SPORTS ARENA WAS BUILT IN 1973

ON LAND DONATED BY MENNEN COMPANY AND NAMED FOR ITS FORMER EXECUTIVE.

GENERAL DRAFTING 0CCUPIED GLYNALLYN, A MANSION BUILT FOR PUBLISHER
GEORGE MARSHALL ALLEN IN 1917, UNTIL 1992 WHEN THE COMPANY WAS SOLD TO
Famiry Vacation SERVICES, AND LANGENSCHEIDT, WHO WERE SOLD TO THE
AmEerICAN MaP CORPORATION. THE MANSION WAS MODELED AFTER COMPTON
WynyaTES IN WARWICKSHIRE, ENGLAND, AND HAS A GREAT HALL 40 FEET LONG

BY 30 FEET WIDE.

CruM AND FORSTER, AN INSURANCE COMPANY, BUILT AN OFFICE BUILDING ON
Map1soN AVENUE IN MORRIS TOWNSHIP IN 1972 AND ORIGINALLY EMPLOYED ~00.
Ax AucusT 1976 DaiLy RECORD ARTICLE TITLED THE MILLIONAIRES NOow ARE
CompaNiES, NOT PEOPLE DESCRIBED THE CHANGES IN PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

ALONG MADISON AVENUE PARTICULARLY NEAR PUNCHBOWL RoaD.

ACCORDING TO A JAN. 29, 1978, DALY RECORD ARTICLE TITLED MORRIS
TowxsuiP Looks To ‘Boom YEAR’ IN 78, THE TOWNSHIP EXPECTED TO RECEIVE
PLANS FOR 92 HOUSING LOTS IN THE WHEATSHEAF NEIGHBORHOOD OFF OF SUSSEX
AVENUE. THE TOWNSHIP EXPECTED TO HAVE 350 NEW HOMES BUILT ON JAMES
STREET AND BLACKBERRY LANE IN 1978, AND ANOTHER 90 SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES
OFF BLACKBERRY LANE BUILT ON THE EASLEY TRACT. A $3 MILLION DOLLAR

SENIOR COMPLEX WAS SUPPOSED TO BE BUILT THAT YEAR BETWEEN HANOVER



AvENUE aND KeETCcH Roab.
THE YEAR 1982 SAW THE OPENING OF THE 19§-ROOM MapisoN HoTEL, THEN

owNED BY PETER, RicHARD AND Bos KELLER.

FirsT ENERGY CORPORATION, FORMALLY KNOWN AS GPU AND BEFORE THAT AS
JErsEY CENTRAL POWER AND LIGHT, 1S ANOTHER MAJOR EMPLOYER IN THE
TOWNSHIP.WITH THE POPULATION AND COMMERCIAL GROWTH OF THE TOWNSHIP
CAME THE TOWNSHIP’S FIRST INDEPENDENT BANK IN 1969 AS THE FIRST MORRIS
Baxk AT Mapi1soN AVENUE aAND KaHN RoAD OPENED FOR BUSINESS. T HE BANK

MOVED TO 250 MADISON AVE., IN JULY 1970.

Four couxTy parks- LEwis Morris Park, LoaNTaka BRook RESERvVATION,
SeaToN HackNEY FarRM AND SUNRISE LAKE — WERE CREATED WITHIN MORRIS

TOWNSHIP’S BOUNDARIES BETWEEN 19§77 AND 1979.

IN 1990, THE TOWNSHIP WAS ABOUT §8 PERCENT RESIDENTIAL, 29 PERCENT
COMMERCIAL AND I3 PERCENT PARKS AND OPEN SPACE. ROUTE 28, COMPLETED IN

THE I9805, HAS FIVE ENTRANCES AND EXITS IN THE TOWNSHIP.

By 1990, THERE WERE MANY DIFFERENT KINDS OF SMALL INDUSTRIES IN THE
TOWNSHIP: COMMUNICATIONS, PUBLICATION INDUSTRIES, INSURANCE AND REAL

ESTATE COMPANIES, BANKS, HOTELS, LEGAL AND CONSULTING FIRMS.

As OF 2010, THERE WERE 22,306 PEOPLE LIVING IN THE TOWNSHIP, WHICH IS 10,000

MORE THAN THERE WERE IN 1960, AND ROUGHLY 20,000 MORE THAN IN I1900.

THE LAST DECADE AND A HALF HAS SEEN SOME CHANGE IN MORRIS 1T OWNSHIP.
HOWEVER, THE TOWNSHIP, MUCH LIKE IT WAS TO THE FIRST SETTLERS FROM
EASTERN NEW JERSEY AND NEW ENGLAND, IS STILL A DESIRABLE PLACE TO LIVE,

WORK AND PLAY.



